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| finally discuss the question of how the case study of Koenigsbergers work at the Tropical Building
Division highlights the problem of infrastructural inequity in contemporary capitalist societies. | show
how it was possible for architects to incorporate climatic theory and practice into the design of
buildings in the tropics, but that the resources to sustain such development were unequally distributed.
| show that architecture could be used as a tool to resist capitalist inequity in that architects can
control the resources used in architectural design. To investigate these points, this paper first analyses
the epistemic foundations of climatic design in general. It then analyses Atkinsons climatic design for
the tropics in light of the history of climatic design for the tropics. In so doing, | show that Atkinsons
climatic design for the tropics was influenced by the understandings of climate and labour in the early
twentieth century by two high-profile figures: the air-conditioning industry and the air-conditioned
building research station. Moreover, | demonstrate that Atkinsons climatic design was used to
construct modernist visions of labour efficiency and modernity. In the second part of this paper, |
demonstrate that the understanding of tropical climatic conditions influenced, and was constructed
upon, the idea of low productivity which occurred at the time of Koenigsbergers construction of climatic
design for the tropics. | thereby construct a local, social story to understand the technological
development of understanding tropical climatic conditions.
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