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however, the most significant addition in version 5.35 is a truly radical change of
direction for cockos' application, at least at present. paired with a number of
surprisingly and really quite astonishing features, this new release is remarkably
promising. it's perhaps well known that cockos are involved with microprocessors,
and it's a feature which their reaper application needs a bit of a boost. how they've
done this (and this will probablyappeal to you more than me) is to make an
application which is more than just a digital recording - it's an application that acts
as a daw throughout. for those who aren't sure what this means, i can state that
cockos, along with an engine company called think electronic, are at this moment
in the process of developing a new daw engine for personal music production. the
application will be able to host any digital audio files, allow you to effectively run
your production the same way you run and alter your daw or audio recording
applications, record tracks from both your hard disk and midi keyboards, and
continue to host it all alongside any number of other cockos applications (such as a
sequencer). cockos reaper is a quick and simple daw that runs under the cocoa
mac os x operating system. the application acts as an interface to various sound
recording and analysis plugins using reaper's api (application programming
interface). the reaper interface is simple and intuitive, and includes many useful
features such as a note editor, a voice and instruments library, and a powerful
custom automation system. cockos reaper is a perfect choice for quick audio
production, as it allows you to easily preview and record midi sequences as well as
instrument sounds and audio. it is highly scalable and can be used either in the
browser or on a full blown computer. many audio and midi plugins are included
and are often updated regularly.
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one thing that was a bit of a shock to me upon making the switch from cubase is
the sheer amount of interaction that reacontrolmidi brings to bear on the whole

midi workflow. for example, i can now change the velocity curve of a track's
instrument when it's already playing, and that's great if you need to use that curve
in the track's reamp section. it's even easier to do this in the plugin's editor, and if

it's possible to change the curve of a track's instrument while it's the only track
playing, why not do it that way? it may not seem that obvious, but reaming up
sounds and changing their settings on the go is perfectly natural to most other

sequencers, so it was rather unhandy in the past to be restricted to those actions.
the most important feature that i feel that's improved is the way the automation in

reaper actually works. if you're familiar with cubase or logic's layouts, and
understand how the parameter curve actually works, the workflow in reaper is
much simpler because it's only one simple algorithm, in a way that's good and

intuitive. the midi slider parameter isn't actually a slider at all, it's more of a point
on the curve, and the point immediately snaps back towards the centre of the

parameter's range as the mouse cursor moves off it. this is fine in itself, but it gets
really handy when you notice, for example, that the global slider has taken you
into the range of the output note above the drum track: if you mouseover the

slider and then back out, the note will rise back up the pitchbend curve. these and
other adjustments bring reaper more in line with sequencer standards, and i have

to confess that i was a bit anxious beforehand that this would leave users
demanding much too much explanation of how the automation system works. in
practice, though, it's a much more intuitive system: i'd certainly never even have
thought of an approach like that before. all the things that would have felt strange
to me with other daws' automation systems feel like i'm just using reaper's gui the

way it works, and that's got to be a good thing. 5ec8ef588b
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